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Upcoming Events 
 

June 9, 2008 
 

L.A.S. Board Meeting  
 

June 12-15, 2008 
 

John James Audubon  
at Bernheim Forest 

 

Clermont, KY 
(see pp. 1-2) 

 

July 12, 2008 
 

Birding Field Trip 
with Beckham Bird Club 

 

Mt. St. Francis, Indiana 
 

 (see p. 2) 
  

Now thru August 10, 2008 
 

John James Audubon Exhibit 
at the Falls of the Ohio State Park 

 

 (see p. 3) 
 

August 2, 2008 
 

Birds of Prey of Kentucky Program 
Raptor Rehabilitation of Ky 

 

Louisville Nature Center 
 

 (see p. 3) 
 

August 11, 2008 
 

L.A.S. Board Meeting  
 

September 20, 2008 
 

Kentucky Conservation Committee 
Annual Meeting 

 

Blackacre State Nature Preserve 
 

(look for details in fall issue of The Flyer) 
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 This year marks the bicentennial of John James Audubon’s two-year 
residency in Louisville, before moving downstream to Henderson, KY, 
in 1811. He and his new bride, Lucy, arrived in the spring of 1808.  Their 
first son, Victor, was born here.  When Audubon wasn’t outdoors pur-
suing birds, he ran a general store. The world famous painter’s life and 
work in Kentucky will be celebrated around the Commonwealth through-
out 2008. For more info, see www.auduboninky.org. The following 
bicentennial events will occur at Bernheim Forest and co-sponsored by 
LAS. They will center around historical re-enactors, portraying Audubon 
and his assistant, Swiss landscape painter George Lehman:  
�
Walking the Woods with Audubon 
Thursday, June 12th and Friday, June 13th  
 

 “Audubon” and “Lehman” will explore the wilds of Bernheim in search 
of the elusive Water Thrush, to study its habits and portray its likeness in 
paint.  Bernheim can arrange for small groups to meet with the explorers 
at specific times and locations along their two-day journey.  The 
explorers will assist participants in making their own field drawings and 
observation notes.  For small groups by prior arrangement only. Contact 
Bernheim (502-955-8512) for details, costs and times.  
�
Audubon Bicentennial Festival 
Saturday, June 14th from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, June 15th from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Free to Bernheim visitors with regular entrance fee. 
 

Meet up with “Audubon” and “Lehman” at their Bernheim base camp. 
Try your hand at illustrating, learn about the explorations of these 
historical figures and visit with local environmental and natural history 
organizations.  
�
Morning Birding with Audubon 
7:30-8:30 a.m., Saturday, June 14th and Sunday, June 15th   
 

Don’t miss this, your opportunity to go birding with “John James 
Audubon” and “George Lehman” around Lake Nevin at Bernheim.  
Beginning birders welcome.  Meets at Garden Pavilion 
 

$7 for Bernheim and Audubon Society members; $10 for non-members. 
Registration required (502-955-8512) for each day. 
 

(Flip over to page 2 to see more events!) 
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MORE JOHN JAMES AUDUBON BICENTENNIAL EVENTS! 
 

Art Lessons with Audubon 
9:30-11:00 a.m., Saturday, June 14th  
 
Learn easy techniques from “Audubon” and “Lehman” 
for sketching animals, plants and landscapes—using 
natural materials for inks and colors. Optional:  bring a 
blank book and start your own field journal. Meets at 
Magruder Meadow. 
 
$15 for Bernheim and Audubon Society members; $20 
for non-members. Group size limited.  Registration 
(502-955-8512) required. 

Dinner with Audubon 
6:00-8:00 p.m., Saturday, June 14th 
 

Enjoy a period dinner of roasted quail, root vegetables 
and wild-foods side dishes prepared by “Audubon” 
and “Lehman” over an open fire.  Then enjoy after-
dinner stories around the fire pit as “Audubon” reveals 
his most recent painting.  Music and dance round out 
the evening.  Seating is very limited.   
 

$50 per person for Bernheim and Audubon Society 
members, $70 non-members. Make reservations before 
Wednesday, June 11th by calling Bernheim (502-955-
8512). 
�

BIRDING FIELD TRIP TO MOUNT ST. FRANCIS, INDIANA 
 

 Again this year, the Louisville Audubon Society 
will join the Beckham Bird Club on July 12, 2008, for a 
visit to the Mount St. Francis Retreat Center in southern 
Indiana for summer birds. The group will meet at the site, 
which is off I-64, west of New Albany, at 8:30 EDT. 
Take I-64 west to Exit 119 (US 150), turn right, and 
following the signs to Mount St. Francis; it is about two 
miles on the left.  
 The Mount St. Francis Center is situated on 400 acres 
in Floyd County and is among other things a wonderful 
conservation area that is open to the public for hiking and  

nature enjoyment. Habitats are varied and include both 
woodland and grassland, as well as transitional areas. 
Some of our summer birds that might be seen include 
Indigo Bunting, Yellow-breasted Chat, Northern Parula, 
and Louisiana Waterthrush. 
 The field trip is scheduled to be over by noon EDT. 
The leaders for this trip are Jane and Pat Bell of the 
Beckham Bird Club. For any details concerning the trip, 
including potential to carpool from Louisville, they can 
be contacted by phone at 502/326-9610 or via email at 
patjanebell@bellsouth.net.

 
AUDUBON ADVENTURES CHALLENGE 

 
 For many years the National Audubon Society has 
produced a conservation education program called 
Audubon Adventures. The program involves classroom 
“kits” that provide 32 students and their teacher with four 
different lessons to use throughout the school year. This 
year’s theme is “Success Stories from the Endangered 
Species Act” featuring the Bald Eagle, American 
Alligator, Gray Whale and the Grizzly Bear. This year’s 
Audubon Adventures classroom kits will be available in 
August, see www.audubon.org/educate/aa.  
  This award-winning program is inquiry-based and 
fun for both teachers and students! Audubon Adventures 
follows national and state learning standards and helps 
students develop positive attitudes about the natural 
world in their local community. In addition to the science 
component, students are introduced to nature journaling. 
Planned for students in grades 3 through 5, they are 
easily adapted to many ages, skill levels and learning 
styles. Each kit costs $45.65 (includes $7.15 S&H). 

 This fall the Louisville Audubon Society will be 
sponsoring Audubon Adventures in up to 10 local 
classrooms on a first-come first-served basis, but we 
need your help in determining which ones we will be 
supporting. Yes, our challenge is to find you ... the 10 
teachers who are most interested in utilizing the program. 
So if you are a teacher who would like to use the 
Audubon Adventures program this coming school year, 
please contact us right away! An enrollment form is 
available on the web site provided above, but you must 
contact us in order to be eligible for Louisville Audubon 
Society sponsorship. This offer is good through the end 
of the year, December 31, 2008. 
 If you are interested in enrolling in the Audubon 
Adventures program, contact LAS President, Carol 
Kaufmann, at czkaufmann@insightbb.com. Also, if you 
simply have additional questions not covered on the 
Audubon web site, please ask Carol.
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JOHN JAMES AUDUBON EXHIBIT AT THE FALLS OF THE OHIO  
 

by Alan Goldstein, Falls of the Ohio State Park 
 

 Two hundred years ago this month, John James 
Audubon and his new bride, Lucy Bakewell Audubon, 
moved from Philadelphia to Louisville where he estab-
lished a business. While here, through the barrel of a rifle 
he sharpened his bird sketching skills at the Falls of the 
Ohio and surrounding areas. A new exhibit at the Falls of 
the Ohio State Park Interpretive Center in southern 
Indiana focuses on Audubon’s life, his connection to 
Kentucky, and his ties to conservation later in life. 
Visitors can look at several dozen bird mounts and study 
skins of species he would have seen—and sketched—

while here. The exhibit features two original portraits 
drawn by Audubon in 1819 (to help him get out of 
bankruptcy) and bird books from the 17th to early 19th 
centuries. Hey, where else can you see three extinct 
resident birds—the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, Carolina 
Parakeet and Passenger Pigeon—all in one display case? 
The exhibit runs through August 10, 2008. 
 For information about hours of operation, admis-
sion, or directions to the Falls of the Ohio State Park, 
please visit the web site (www.fallsoftheohio.org) or call 
(812)280-9970.

 
THE BIRDS OF PREY ARE COMING!  

 

 LAS is pleased to host Eileen Wicker and Raptor 
Rehabilitation of Kentucky, Inc., at the Louisville Nature 
Center on Saturday August 2, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. til 
noon. Eileen will update us on her current hawk & owl 
releases (getting back to the wild), recent adventures and 
encounters, as well as up-close-and-personal introduc-
tions to some of her resident educational birds (a life-
long career for some). “Raptor” is an all-volunteer group 
in its 21st year of providing rescue, rehabilitation, and 
humane treatment for sick and injured birds of prey. 
Excellent photo opportunities will be available as some 

of the birds love the attention. Also, the raptor program is 
suitable for schoolchildren and scout groups (yes, we do 
know it is summer vacation) by providing a chance to 
gather life history information and be witness to these 
magnificent birds and the people who take care of them 
when they need help. 
 The Louisville Nature Center is located at 3745 
Illinois Ave., off Trevilian Way (opposite the Louisville 
Zoo).  If you have questions, you can call LNC at (502) 
458-1328 for more information.

 
L.A.S. WELCOMES TAVIA CATHCART TO THE LOUISVILLE AR EA  

 

 Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve in Oldham County 
welcomes Tavia Cathcart as its new Executive Director. 
Tavia may be known to some of you as the co-author of 
the definitive field guide to Wildflowers of Tennessee, 
the Ohio Valley, and Southern Appalachians, or as an 
interpretive naturalist and guide at Bernheim Arboretum 
and Research Forest. She also brings extensive know-
ledge of managing environmental resources and working 
together with non-profit groups. She looks forward to 

working with LAS members and hopes to engage the 
Louisville area’s birders to help her develop a compre-
hensive list of birds found at the Preserve. 
 For more information about the Creasey Mahan 
Nature Preserve and to add your name to their mailing 
list, please call (502) 228-4362 or e-mail Tavia at 
creasey@iglou.com. Stay tuned to learn about new bird 
hikes and other guided hikes led by interpretive 
naturalists at the Preserve. 

 
LOUISVILLE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  FUNDS  MORE  

NATURE  EDUCATION  IN  2008  
 

 Louisville Audubon Society is pleased to continue to 
help provide support for nature education at the Louis-
ville Nature Center (LNC) in 2008. At LNC, we continue 
to help sponsor a program aptly named “A Bird’s-Eye 
View of Adaptations” by funding schoolchildren in 
grades K-4, who would not otherwise have the oppor-
tunity to attend. These Title I students have been iden-
tified by their school system as needing financial support 
to participate in this environmental education program 
outside the classroom. For many years, LAS has helped 

channel hundreds of kids through this well-designed 
LNC program that utilizes the bird blind as a teaching 
tool. For more information, you can contact LNC at 
www.louisvillenaturecenter.org. 
  As members of the Louisville Audubon Society—
and as purchasers of our LAS Bird Seed mixes available 
at Feeders Supply stores—you have made these 
educational opportunities possible. So on behalf of the 
“Audubon” kids at LNC, allow us to say a collective 
THANK YOU!   
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The Louisville Audubon Society 

 

Local Chapter 
of the 

National Audubon Society 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 
focusing on birds and other wildlife  

for the benefit of humanity and the earth's 
biological diversity 

 
President 

Carol Kaufmann 
 

Vice-President 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 

 

Treasurer 
Sharon White 

 

Secretary 
David Holt 

 

Directors 
Joe Chiles 

Sarah Lynn Cunningham 
Jeff Frank 

Diane Shott 
Bertha Timmel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join your Louisville Audubon Society as we celebrate 
the bicentennial of John James Audubon's life and work 
in Louisville during 2008.  For more information go to: 
www.auduboninky.org 
 

 
 
THE LOUISVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
3745 Illinois Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40213 
 

On the Web at: www.louisvilleaudubon.org 

 

502/458-1328 or czkaufmann@insightbb.com 
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